THE    NEW   MONGOLIA

of a small nomad encampment watched with bated
breath., expecting to see Dja butchered by the Cossacks
at any moment. Suddenly they were amazed to see
that the Cossacks had changed their direction, and
instead of riding towards Dja, who was calmly
standing within a few yards of them, were galloping
away to the other side of the lake.

"There he is!?? bawled the Cossacks. "There he
is!" But "there" meant a different point to each of the
Cossacks and they parted and rode in different direc-
tions. Then they met again and fell upon one another
with their long lances, stabbing and cursing and
killing one another.

Dja Lama stood on the other side, fixedly gating
across to them. Each of the Cossacks apparently
thought that he was killing Dja!

It is easy to imagine the influence such a man was
able to exercise on the common people. It was said
that he was the reincarnation of Amursan, the mighty
Mongolian ruler who, many centuries ago, united the
Mongolians living in Russia and of whom it was
believed that one of his reincarnations would once
more unite the entire Mongol race in a single great
empire and restore the power of Djenghis Khan to
his people.

In 1918 Dja established an independent province
in the region of Kobdo, appointing himself its king,
and refusing to recognise any authority besides his
own. Sometimes, if he was so minded, he even defied
the orders of the BogJo Gegen. Nor was he gentle in
his methods when it came to the execution of his